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sj:both in» printing and ‘sticking up, and no individual 
would have been mad:enough to ‘waste his own pr = 
such.means., eat pavestion of Castlereagh, whether 
Wooler, nt .G alle, € d not su pply a sale ns 
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try shift. Wine pont one, W , or ‘Carhile, have ar 
it hag, been open ly He atafair vl They don’t print’ aid 





pay_for, disssaataaraiy it alter, sb paren does with’ the 
pabie lio plunder iat rob. ‘the peo 
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as accomplished as Castlereagh to. do this " 


It is now pretty clear, that the i dobesee mass of handsbil 
which ‘were circulated in’ Scotlands; ‘on>the) Ist-of Apel ast, 
were the product of Castlereagh»:and his agents: Wilson, 

Baird,'‘and Hardie, havebeen murdered: sack)! from this 
cause:~'Fhere- is no doubt but that Castlereagh, Sidmouth,’ 
and Edwards; got ‘wp. the Cato-sixett:aflair, whieh Feonen ger 
murder of  Thllowood Tidd; Jaga, Brunt,: and: Davidson.: 


aa ect of Castlereagt: hasbeen two-fold—he has either 
igate ay “ae ths 7a and crush it:by the 
slat leaiof feet er by such sham ‘plots ianddon~ 
to alarm ‘the timid part of: the cdmmunity withll- 
grounded:'and misplaced "féars, and’ get: hem to on another 
whilst his. hand is: in their: if ar 
anting ‘to ‘convince us: of ithe hanatcant: res 
Sidmonth with this Fletcher; iowould be that they, have; i 
10) dr. 12 days consideration, haeb £00 Siviee ‘the apprehen- 
sion of the! latter, “At the firat: application -to iy ore : 
Mr. ‘Pearson,’ Sidtoouth ‘said; heiididonotisee any:occasion't 
the pena to ieleberes but thephad “A sooribe ceed 
‘+ & S8F80R OD & Wrong scent, and secured Fletcher b 
they seninga seo ih of rae 00 
Ha! n! 4 ‘They. had cldmations Péuay pr i 
yam affair, ‘because. they ‘themselves had. ade 


ir, ai 

inion gement, "These procla , iidtlons pa posted all. 

wn y day et, the pag cee and a Ge le 

ert a i ig he Tew ard of £1,000 Hetisletooh Mis 
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Sidmouth: well knew.that.he was to be:led into any scheme by 
the agency with which they had surrounded him.» 


is O'Bryen, of Craven-street, a Sinecurist of £800 
> AP ‘tp have been the more immediate agent 
Sg eetier is OFBry but a subordinate in this 
Nace mnis en, it, appears, was a s 

he aie Administration, in 1808 ; but when the ie 
thieves: + were kicked, out of power, Mr, Dennis offered his ser- 
vices. to, the, Tc Fy, thieves, and since, that time, he has farnish- 
ot the bent f 





‘of of the Morning Post. This O‘Bryen is 
ly the author rot the placards, fork is not to be denies that 
they have been well drawn up to answer the purpose intended. 

Fieteher:has. hadoto. find the printer and bill-sticker, and 
Castlereagh has paid the piper with the secret service money. 
This'is’a pretty secrét: service indeed ; but it is vain te comment 
upon it+~-riothing short of a radical reform can setithings right.in 
this country. \A change of Ministers would only. increase the 
nuthber of and legal thieves, without oaiee a Jot of 
the burthens ‘and: miseries of the country. he 


itis this Dennis Of Bryen that has meer yea so many of the 
Billi iflowérs:to docerate the rotten on 
andeto ef:the:Queéen. It is this: 
are rey hag=+that:has proposed: to motos a muiecal i 
oH or ae Ttia this Dennis O‘Bryen, under the 
h, — has| been . trying ‘te lay 
0 nhinerrnpe against hen MEajestya We 
ia the: Tower: lars been ready furnish~ 
pr ma ra from: the eommencement oft the Mock 
Prialos hokaows ‘that it is:;necessary to. destroy her 













snnis O*Bryen, When at Bow’ Street, 
ee ac re with Birnie, the Ma- 
in? Bo 15. BO. doubt ar it. This ye Office has 
aygo tre e from.its . It Was esta- 
od for farcry, for the od ist of crime. It 
of, Ascial for, thieves of every description :—its 
t e never 1 ertol to share the booty with all the 
Yi te ae, nor. to, send. their identi to the gal- 
iS When it_-was, NEST to delude the public a little. 
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These ‘meri liave been’ thé ‘aeconiplices of Vaughan, Brock, 
Pelham, Powér, Edwards, Fletcher, and Dennis O*Bryen, 
not forgetting Oliver and Castles. 


We have no fear but that ‘the’dilizenteé of Mr. Pearson wil} 
further unravel’ this plot. The business is in the right hand if 
any thing further be necessary tobe done. _ It has been fairly 
nit clestty tracéd. to Castlereagh’s office, andthe morient' we 
read his’ speech’ th -aiiswer to’ -Mr:' Hame’s ‘motion, we'ext 
claire this fellow pleads guilty. ‘It'was not a ‘subject that an 
honest nan would treat: ironically.’ Tt is well’ known thit'a 
bold ‘rogue of thief will attempt to” laugh off'the * first-accusa- 
tion avainst’ Him,’ and ‘treat ‘thé dettser' with a sneér of con. 
terfipt ;but' this is'not the way’ anhonest rman seeks to rebut’a 
falae “Harve, Heé takes up*thé business seriously, craves an 
irivestivntion, throws hitiself open to’ every’ species of exanti- 
nation, andfeels’ the woimd if that investigation be ‘neglected 
in the siightést instance. “How different is’ the conduct of Cas- 
tléreagh: He’ stops’ fhe” avenue ‘to’ the’ Teast enquiry and tells 
Mr. Hime to try what the Court of Kine’s “Bench wilde. 
The‘Judges of the Court of King’s Bench are as much the 
tools of Castlereagh, ‘as are the Bow-street magistrates, or 
Dennis O’Bryen and Fletcher; *'” , , 
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Nive andra’ ci: D> BRB (PUB Reassicorni end 
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vhust 1 Pope. OS Fi , at Peed ¢ oping “twa 
e .In.consequence.@f the verdict of Guilty, given against, Mes. 
1 Carlile for selling Sherwin’s Life,of Paine, and No. 9, Vol. 1, 
1 of the Republican. . She is .yow. liable. to banishment by 
. sewing.in the shop according. to,..our, glorious, constitution. 
The business will therefore be maneaed hy Mary Ann, Carlile, 
the sister.of R., Carlile, on the behalf of the infant children, or 
ratheron the behalf of the whole family. _ In case, the house — 
Fleet~street, should again be exposed to, the v,iolence.of thelegal 
: thieves, the. business. will be opened as near the spot as possi- 
| ble, immediately, of which due notice will be given,.. As, this 
2 kind of business might, be said to be renewed every week, at 
| Teast, it. depends, on the, perivdical publications, we can, begin 
any Where with half an hour’s preparation, andlaugh at.the 
Vice Society, and all the influence they can use against it. 
Jf one web be destroyed, a few -hours’ work will spin anotlier 
stronger and better than before,.,This,is the,only.way of 
meeting the persecuting thieves, and I hope aud trust that Mrs. 
Denisonierill follow the steps of Mrs. Carlile. if half a dozen 
persons were resolved successively to oppose the Vice Society, 
their prosecutions would become of the test advantage to 
the propagation of good principlés. » r will expose every 
branch: of ‘my family, that, will listen to my advice, to the 
venom of this society, with the confidence, that in a few 
months we shall triumph over them. I have to add, that 
Mrs. Carlile is quite as. composed. and unconcerned as I was 
last year, and I now call upon my sister to perform her part 
in the same manner. The thieves have the power to 
shut up 55, but they cannot prevent the opening of 56, 
so let them go on. ‘Their prosecutions are my joy and 
comfort, particularly whilst J can see one of my family 
Opposed to them. For my own part, I am resolved never to 
cease, in consequence of any laws that come short of putting 
to death; in the open'avowal and promulgation of such opinions 
as I conceive to be founded in truth, and the practice of which 
appear to me to be conducive to the interest of society. It 
matters nothing to me what another man thinks. I claim the 
same right to think and speak, and to write what I think, aud 
to publish what I write as he does. I will never truckle to 
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opinions propagated by force and violence because it is pr; 
facie ~nenihemtiad that they are founded in falsehood a 
eannot bear the scrutiny, of a rational criticism. I contena 
that there.is mo, neeessity -for laws te regulate opinions jp 
society ; a-diversity of opinion. with_mutual toleration will form 
the most.stable base of its.well being... But when we see men 
crushing, the propagation ef )cerlaia opinions, because the 
opposite are productive of profit to them, it is no longer society, 
but a’ nest of robbers whe prey. upon the weakerpart. How- 
ever! hall hope, to see-the imprisonment, of Mrs. Carlile and 
Mr. ‘Davison produce halfia dozen new shops in the same line, 
| Fi | ~" R, CARLILE: 
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CONCLUSION OF THE MOCK TRIAL OF THE 
QUEEN, | | 


JIRUGI 2A TOIGHAY— "LITT A’) 2s 1 

The will very soon be.called upon to exercise what 
their honour in voting for a Queen or no Queen. 
The Counsel on both sides “will have done their task by the 
dime this goe0to the press and! we may ‘expect some time next 
rete 'i , 
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. ““Weshall be’ able to’ enter ‘more’ at large into! this subject, 
See eta RY wee division a the Tgno-. 
bles. The y is fully alive to all: the macliinations that 
7 have been at we ND Ain dbtin the Queen: and they ‘aré now 
: ally serisible ‘that she is ‘innocent ‘of ‘all: led ecniace brought 
| against her, andthat the ‘whole has-been the effect of a ton 

ae jth es the" _ Btatification ‘of Bo a pepnscreee ats paoRigute 


NPE 9% 





: “The ible je’ ne ‘me - Kapppelle pas has becit ‘to thé 
, Nal ai Uf tarthiar’oolivicts? roe pertars and: bying, by a:milliner 
, frtih Switzérlafl; ' Bitt*’this “second exatvination ‘was “Almost 


superfluous as, her testimony was knocked to pieces before. 
Mr. Powell has been obliged to submit the extracts of his 
letters from Colonel Brown’ respecting Rastelli’s escape, where- 
in the Colonel calls Rastelli a shuffler, and clearly points out 
that he is afraid to return again to England. The fever is all 
abugbear. He says he does not like the manner of being 
: oppfined | in Cotten arden ! t : 
) . rit «* J4 ‘EDITOR, > 
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An same ictme vas 
9, Vol, I. srg a Meg a Lae ot 
of the kind ‘that has ddie! justice te thé 


ridtire that atiy’ thing Hit staider Meant 
relilive to Paine. However; the conviction of: Mus. 
hdt'btop the’ stnrizgle ¢ the duine: of, Paine‘ glaall-tike..su- 
hat ppdsition; aud’ be pronounced ihe, brightest off iall, Abe 
sdhat! this Country ‘das ‘hitherto. produoed,, and cop 
nae dae a Briain hb he visible, as gn jubabited i ih fie ish. 


alt I ndcnmsaghente. -of Meés,, e's. trial ng wo late 
yaad after 1 of rodent af cle a manly 
r, OF ae Bal fF ed ouch. t erest,. the n upapeis fe 
siren, rery b fit, "80 that 1 ani arred 
betore ONS ¢ “the defente's setup p by’) Mr. “+ “AST have said 
‘ain Satistied theré wis'an ample ‘defenée to induce’ houest, 
Jury to acquit, and with a packed or selected Jury, a defence: is no 
consideration, With them the cousideration is, how they cau best 
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Sh themselves. _ For my qart J have gti that no twelve 


honest or dishonest, ail ever, SR Y Opinions, or 
jions 'T think pro per’ to rint and, pee 9 
Sel wsieet one title, but cin ae ee pinto ‘indet net a 
titles) and 96° flr thé laws regardm 


ther tran tiey infliet "punishine ins dividuals, or inisery fe, 
milies. « 4 
It appears that Mr. Gurney, the Counsel for the Vice Society, ip. 
madé, by the report, to lament the necessity of prosecuting the.wo, 
man, and goes on to observe, but.if that woman, unmoyed by, the 
lenihy bie the Heated beth rs had shown to her —uynwarned. by the. faig 
a! am persist in, yiolating the ay 
Pray, es Buner wl lenity have the prosecutors shown. to 
her?“ Was'there any tity in draggi ging 2 woman, with an, infant. 
child a few weeks old! from ber home b ety ‘warrant, merely to obtain 
bail?’ Ifthe Vice Society had felt any thing like a lenient disposition 
sowards lier} asa thoi in that vituntion’: Riny, would it not have 
been abfficient to intimate without an ‘arrest that bail would be te- 
5 var ? You and your employer’s lenity, Mr. Guniey, would be to. 
estroy the whole fe family, if you had the power to do it. Talk of 
lenity yiddeed! You'all know ‘well that the publications for which 
Mrs. Carlile has been persecuted, did not proceed from her as os 
publisher ; neither had she the least aee a over the publication, «I 
hesitation it Sayiig, "that ‘fo not believe that ya single 
pamphlet has'ever been published from that shop as an_ofiginal, but 
that you'might, with your mode of packing juries, have founda vet- 
di it: For my own part, | Ishould be 5 yh to mae ae 
‘that weit find the’a probation 6 of ish Me as, Wilber, 
mbiér; Kenyon; Siditiouth, ‘the be Rae Bis hops,,or; the, 
Sudges; enpai, é barrister. "Ye are'aff a gang of immoral, per 


secuting hypocrites. The very worst of ites, because JOR BBE 
feu td x eve teins ope hypogrites, begau 
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«Unwarned by the fate that has attended her husband” cry: you, 
Mr, Gurney. Let me beg leave to assure you, that the hushand.has 
peen the sele means Of influencing Mrs. Carlile: in keeping open the: 
shop :she has acted entirely in deference to his most earnest: eu! reaties 
and wishes, and he will do her the justice to say, that he.sincerely.and 
aflectionately believes, that she has neither consulted ber own will or) 
jaterest on the subject. Ihave endeavoured to. impress. upan, the 
mind of Mrs. Carlile, that your prosecutions have raised me inte an 
j , that T had not expected; and that itis now only neces- 
sary, that | should struggle boldly with you; to ensure both Jame and: 
competency in the decline of life, My tate! I never was happier. ./I 
" nevet was so’ well employed for my own future interest. .beture |. 1 
) have never once regretted my. imprisonment or the cause of it, ;l have! 
| now passed twelve months in prison; and I sometimes fear thaty the 
gatés wil be thrown Open before Tamsfully prepared, os before | 
| havé-accomplished thé first object of my desire. Lomean improve-~ 

ment as to'education. If atiy thing bas given me_ pain it has: been. 
the idea that my wife, my sisters, my zged mother (now gone).ox my 
frends might feel paiu trom,my sitnation... I believe it-shorteued :the, 
daysof my mother, but I have this; consolation, that had she dived 
longer, ittould have been in pain of body, and téeling.this herself she 
rather wished than dreaded to part with lite. . No, no,’ My. Gurney, 
Mrs: Carlile has not been warmed to evade my fate, but to follow) it. 
She -has'dowe it nobly, and in a manyer that hus strengthened-my ef: 
fections towards her. I'te/] you trankly,, that [have | felt. more solid, 
happiness 4s-a married man, within this last.yeat, thamall the former’ 
years of my wedded life. I hiave been delighted to think that Ephad: 
a wife-that would struggle in a cause next: my heart.in deferenee Lo: 
my opinions dnd wishes, and in. some measure iv opposition to her, 
Pe Tt will form the ground work of my future happiness and) 


: ‘ r ter an therfaggots and foytures of olden ane, 
Evet' dine hav been a bookseller.or publisher, ny, first tlesire’ hus 
 fibels,, 1 have seen the importance of tin 60° 


rere 
many Imstances where a stand has been made, that whether thervers 


va Se prpsecniog for matter of opinion lie dropt, 

or if ‘exceed the period of my life; | hope my children wilt follow: 

ml Karn ing So long as a pretended omnipotent religion’ stands i 
Vv 
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cut Know that he did all he could to dissuade Castleteagh fron: to. 
seculing the Age. of Reason Jast year, and. that a long correspanileyce 
took, between them, on, the subject... But Castlereagh would be 
master, and Mr. Chief Justice is but his servant. 

‘The only further notice can'take of Mrs: Carlile’s trial,’ ‘for want 
of ‘a report,’ is the observation‘of ‘M re Justice Best, as towhat women 
re by the propagation of the Christian tetigion > he says, “he 

Fnot but be ast. nished at seeing a woman stand forward as'the 
ramen of that system from which every thing valuable to \oniiy 
was.derived. .. It was. strange fo, see,,a, woman, forgetting, that before 
Christianity prevailed, her sex had been but slaves to the. passions of 
their, masters; that: Christianity had|saised ber at least toa level.with 
pre  e made her his. companion and his equal in this world aud 

rtaker of Iris hopes'in theonext.™ 91) > | 

noted ey Hy ‘Best, are the women of England, a jot ntore free'than 
Were the: women of Rrme, dhiting the’ Fepobli¢’ PA re Heya ot 

more free than were. the Webich of reece 7. Are they more free thaa 
were. the women ia, the Germanand, Gothic tribes, hefore {he birth of 
the Christian Mythology ?; Do,we, find by, history, that the Jewish wo 
men,.were, ever, less free: than she Christian women are now-aday ? 
If you had intended to have made a simile tliat would not have borne 
contradiction, you should have contrasted ‘the Christian with the Ma- 
hometaii' women; The latter, I 'believe,.ate not allowed ‘to possess 
souls, oF toenter Paradise} Mrs, Carlilé kiows fothing about whit 
rw before Christi auity prevailed ; and I believe there ate but 
ca eee that trouble themselves to enquire. . Therefore, she could 
t any thing of the kind, Mr. Best. But L ‘hope your lesson 
nas doubly grateful for her-elevated condition ; and by your 
es or. by the permissiomof the law, ‘bewilh tuke het to Heaven 
vit me. 1 believe I have promised phat tos for li aava var 
didate ‘for acme 3 leet ‘and’ ro am'tetting my beard growto 
» ik hah He of" bse sal 





an obj a wie anon ‘ ed, and virgin 
Go, Mr r.,{ 5, Ne 5. "Vie Se ny, aud, as a 
royal; master, wha tyth ei RL ie e for wives... J wave 


never desired, wn ib Chin »my-objact cana, wisly has ,beew 
to.elevate: ber: ‘he King stands in seed-of your iad vici; pp youn pir 
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on lief has helped‘us’to ‘ari vile {thet ‘for he re 
cutors suis ‘of the Queen, the i + Stock a ah act gs oekay or the’ Igudable 
) ‘of dégtading® thé Quetn, “all déstrowiig the’ Throne?) This 


wis the perfect whole of what: iF hiltierto been considered 
pase monstér't >” The exact ‘winber uf the sare! nope a the 

‘ae a ‘value Of thelr res! ieetive shires) it ‘niny'D inapossi blu 
witliout’a view! of the books, thie the 
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chuseto produce. But in a pamphlet recently published by Mr, Mills, we 


havea list of those who itay be called the Directors of this Company, 
with few explanatory comments, which we shall heré’'abritige '’ 

The Queen’s follrteen’ avowed Prosecutors thei iw thé Cabivict are 

llow. as ROR hides | 
a The Earl of Liverpool. The origin of this Lord was froma Luieyer 
to.acRaroa. 84: years ago, with, a transition: to the Earldom. @4-years 
since... This Bart aud family derive from the public apeually the sum of 
33,4301," , ,Maltiplying this $3,5401. .by only 24 yearss, although for 

mre than, 50 years past this famify. has received the public, money, we 

he the sum of 804,940!. as paid to this servant's family. , 
"9 Lotd Eldon. ‘The ofigii of this Lord iw his own lifetime like the sin- 
fil Mr. Bérgami, was theresalt of his own merit or/adventarés. “He was 
the''son of acoal-fitter at Newcastle, and recommended hinoself to the 
notice vf bis euperiors: aga fit tool forthe company! by declaring that he 
was ready to sacrifice the King to ils interests, on the trial of Mr. Hardy, 
jn the ing .words,--+‘' df the KING SHOULD CONSENT 40) act 
with any sepresentation OTHERWISE than it is Now constituled, he,ougur 

is,end 1 TRUST JIN.GOD HE WOULD DIE.” This Lord aud 
fly derive from the pndlic annually the sum of 50,4001.” Calculating 
that this lawyer has enjoyed the family revenue for only 25 years, it 
wuld ‘amouht without interest of money to 1,260,000, 

$8. WestMonenane, B. (Fane). This Barl and Fawily derive from the 
public annually the sum of 52,650]... ad wey $ 

Supposing this income tv have dasied 10-sears it amounts to, 536.500/. 

4. The Bacl,of Harruwby... Nobility ..was) first’ conferred. upon. this 
family of the lower ordér by, the Jate King, the Earldom given by) the 
advice of the preseat ministers. . This Basl and family derive 11,902'. 

Supposing this worthy president oily to have enjoyed his income fo 
himself an Helagved fr m 1791, when he was Paywuster of the ‘Forces, 
po nw would be 345, 158!. | nHd YAK Jogo 
6. -Viseutint Giditivith. >) This is'another of the Baron Bergami's'tivals, 
who hus had the geod fortune to raise himself by ‘his talents. He ‘re- 
waned a: lower order wan tall 1805, when his good friends in office filled 
hw.weits with gl ca and, fur bis patriplic seexicesto big country 







he draws from ber. i; blued; 17,025). ot is r 
34 ning th pst od statesman to have received his present income 
for urasell and fa iy years, although he has been ja the receipt. of the 
oe nee dy reat déeul longer, they wouid bave received $40,500/. 
6. Viscount Cuatlersugh, ‘of ‘the ancient family uf ‘the’ wicked’ Benga- 
WHS; That is’ Oné’of thuse’who can date their rank from ‘their nverit. 
No one can‘tell: what > thes inaii has aniassed or guess what his influence 
is worth in pounds sterling. His father and family are! said) locpussess 
the following iecome,-but-Lord. Castlereagh himself has had, it appears 
$0,001. and.40,000!, a year. spent upoo his missions alyuc.— 


’ 74h ra 
7. Earl Bathurst left the lower orders in the year 1779, and con- 
b reser with. a noble title for bimself,and fam); abythe 
of 4 a ROA PE «PRES yslervntaad XE 
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2 bates} pee a 35,423 vay A f — ~4? frees a en? to 210703 
t ea nda T Mn in. 29 years, dt sould, anouulto 
Cr) SPs € pub ¢ inane intiias 


nt le, Nicholas Vansitiart, the paper, Chancellor, of 
paper Exchequer avery celigious good character, baving a asniny! 
mus sacusne of. his. own, of only 7,590. a year, but as his brother in. 
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law does the country the honor of reckoning an income to his family 
of 32,3351. a year, we will e’en take the family income of Lord Auck- 
land, at 17 years enjoyment, amounting tu 452,6901. 


9. Viscount Melville, made noble in 1802. The present income of this 
nobleman’s family is 18,7767. 
Which, if received for eighteen years, would amount to 337,968/. 


10. Duke of Wellington, ennobled by the present ministers for his 
military prowess. This noble lord, thanks to the brave soldiers he com- 
manded, has obtained a noble reward. His peusions amount to 12,5311.; 
and this man has already cost the country moré than a million of money. 
—65,74 1. 


11. Right Honourable Charles Bathurst (brother-in-law to Lord Sid- 
mouth). It is alleged that the Queen added Bergami’s sister, the 
Countess of Oldi, to her suite, but her Majesty thereby only placed 
one lady in office, at least she did not take two old worten out of one 
family. 

12. Right Hon. W. W. Pole (not yet ennobled), brother to the Mar- 
quis of Wellesley and Duke of Wellington. This gentleman is Master 
of the Mint, and joint Remembrancer of Court of Exchequer in 
Ireland, in addition to his own income, stated to be 12,4501. the Mar- 
quis and his family are said to enjoy 30,8551. per year, which for 20 
years would amount to 866,100/. 


13. Right. Hon. F. G. Robinson, whose family income is stated at 
4,775l. 


14, Last, thongh not least, of the Cabinet, the Right Hon. Géorge 
Canning. This gentleman's noble birth placed along side Mr. Bergzami, 
elevates the latter at once into a Baron, inasmuch as the coniparison 
is no longer between nominal titles or royal distinctions, but between 
the base born and the free. The mission of this Right Hon. Gentleman 
to Lisbon, where he held the sinecure situation of ambassador, cust the 
country 18,000/. 

This may. be considered as the board of management of this Join Stock 
Company ; aod * out of the Cabinet,” we have the following list of ac- 
tive auadiarics, with their reasons, and they are ample enough, for the 
prosecution of the Queen. 


MINISTERS OUT OF THE CABINET. 


Lord Cholmondely, £10,050 Hertford, 34,758 
Montrose, 4,266 Palinerston, 2.420 
Chichester, 9,000 | Salisbury, ° 6,400 
Rt. Hon. Long, 3,500 Wallace, 1,.£00 
Oakes, 5,000 Huskisson, 2,400 
Sir R. Gifford, 6,000 | Sir I. S. Copley, 4,000 
The sum total of the advantages of these twenty-six servants of the 
Crown, alias Masters of the Joint Stock Company, is £488,399 !1TTT! 
The annual advantages of 1€4 nore out of 225 of her Majesty’s Judges, 
amount lo £1,280,252!!1!! And the patron of the Sociely, receives, 


for his share, £595,000 per annum!!!!! Was there ever heard of so 
profitable a Joint Stock Company before?, Well might Lord Eldon 
threaten to kill the King, if he should dare to use his reason, to the 








eet ne ost ea 








THE REPUBLICAN. at 


prejudice of the Company; but trifles light a8 air, often destroy the 
most deliberate machinations ; and his policy will indeed be mortified, 
if a Queen should avenge the cause of an insulted King, and 4 woman 
be the means of obtaining freedom for an enslaved people ! | 





CONTINUATION. OF. REPLY TO THE REV. THO- 
‘MAS H'ARTWEDL HORNE’S PAMPHLET, ENTI- 
TLED “DEISM REFUTED.” 
| Concluded from ‘p. 388. | 


PLILPPOP OPO POLO? 


’. From the son of God one might have expected some proof 
of the resurrection ofthe human race, particularly as he knew 
the question of the Sadducees was a mere bait for the purpose 
of trying his opinions on that subject; but the answer is an 
evasion, a mere shufije, it is nothing applying to the question. 
Some of the new fangled Christians, such as the Unitarians 
and Freethinkers, merely believe that Jesus was sent to give 
the human race an exemplary proof of the resurrection. Do 
they find a support for their idle notions in the last extract, 
where Jesus is challenged to the point by those who’ dis- 
believed the immortality of man? Or how can they reconcile 
the rejection of all the miracles attributed to Jesus, and em- 
brace that only of the resurrection ? I could never feel any 
thing like charity towards these sort of Christians, to me they 
appear anxious to establish a new fangled priesteraft, that re- 
tains the title of Christian merely to evade the penal. laws 
which are in force. | 

I find nothing worthy of notice in the remainder of this 
book of Matthew; Jesus is charged with blasphemy by the 
Jews, and put to death as an innovator on established customs 
and opinions.. He is made to rise again from the dead, and 
then to converse with his disciples as before; but this gospel 
does not send him to heaven nor give us any account of his end, 
therefore this story is but half told, and yet this was the.ori- 
ginal root. of what is called Christianity ; all the other gospels 
are mere branches from this root on which some new and ad- 
ditional lies have been grafted. Surely this book needs no 
comment for the exposure of its falsehood, or for a proof that 
it is a silly romance, it would be sufficient if we could pro- 
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cure it acalm and unprejudiced reading, with a mind resolved 
to free itself from superstition and to enquire after tru th. 

T have gone through the book of Matthew, (for it is a per- 
version of words to call it Gospel, which signifies, a: true 
saying) and, if it be asked why I have not been more’ parti- 
cular in noticing the several tales in it, I answer, because, I 
have a solemn conviction on my mind that every tale which 
speaks of the appearance of God in any shape or manner, or 
of angels, or of devils, or of what is commonly called ghosts 
or spirits ; or of miracles, such as are said to be supernatural ;. 
or of prophecies; or of any thing that is not strictly natural, 
is nothing more than the invention of man, and cannot lay 
claim to our attention, much less our credence. I record this: 
conviction with a hope that every reflecting mind will receive’ 
it asa sufficient reason why I should have treated those tales 
so lightly, or in some instances to have passed them unnoticed.. 
It is impossible to offer argument against them further than by 
saying, that the laws of nature warrant us in not believing 
any thing of the kind; and we can only attest the falsehood 
of such tales by this authority, and no other. We have one 
thing in evidence against the truth of those tales, and that is, 
the Christian priests have continued to work all those miracles. 
and to produce all those appearances down to a late period, or’ 
rather as long as they found persons credulous enough to: 
believe ; but no sooner did the printing press begin to expand 
the mind of man with reason in Europe, than those tales or 
miracles began to vanish, and they have seceded in propor-- 
tion to the progress of that reason, until we have no prophets, 
no miracle-workers, no visible gods, angels, devils, ghosts, or 
spirits, to be seen or heard. It has been altogether priestcraft,. 
from the first to the last, a species of successful imposture by 
which millions of priests have led an idle life, and have sup- 
ported themselves in splendour by the plunder of the indus-- 
trious part of mankind. They have endeavoured to papas 
a notion that they are the teachers of morals, but it is alto- 
gether a false assertion; mankind would have been naturally 
moral, if they had not been corrupted by kingcraft and priest- 
craft. The majority of priests in all ages have displayed a. 
decidedly immoral example; and we well know, that where* 
precept issues from an opposite example, it proves of no ayail.. 
Their pretended moral precepts have been a mere delusion, 
and have been used only as a necessary prop.to their impos- 
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tures. Morals must proceed from a less impure source to be 
observed, or to impress the mind of man with any force. Vir- 
tue and morality are now struggling with religion, not in con- 
junction but in opposition, and every sincere advocate of the 
former must wish for the downfall of the latter. 

It will not therefore be expected, that I should take more 
than a cursory view of the next three books, the book of 
Mark, the book of Luke, and the book of John. 
| The. beok of Mark is but a compendium of the book of 
Matthew, with some few tales in addition, and others a little 
varied. It is admitted by all who have studied the early his- 
tory of Christianity, that Matthew’s book was the first extant, 
and the only book of the kind for some years. Its existence 
cannot be traced to any period before the destruction of Je- 
rusalem ; and we do not find any of the Epistles in the New 
Testament make mention of it, which could not have failed 
being done:had it been known. ‘Thus it appears, that it was 
not until the Christians had become numerous, that they 
formed this new fanyled fanaticism into any direct form or 
shape; and this may in some measure account for the variety 
of Gospels, as they were called, and so many different stories 
as were floating about Jesus before the time of Constantine. 
Every district, province, or-church, formed its own tales on 
this head, and Gospels and Epistles were. as numerous and 
various as. churches and chapels. 

It has been said that Mark was the follower of Peter, but 
there is not the slightest proof of any thing of the kind ; and 
I am inclined to think that the stories about those persons 
who are called the twelve disciples of Jesus, and the story of 
Jesus himself, are either fabulous, or, at least; a little fact 
mixed up with much fable. The whole Christian world has 
been famous for the invention of lies and wonderful ‘tales, 
which habit was unquestionably borrowed from the Jews, as 
the first Christians were nothing more than one of those sects 
of the Jews, who, instead.of believing the Messiah was to 
come, asserted that he had been. When it was found that 
this notion made but little progress among the Jews, its sup- 
porters began. to preach it to the Gentiles, as they were 
called, for they were like every other sect of fanatics, they 
received converts from all sources, and it mattered not as to 
character or morals, so that they could but increase their 
numkers. We haye nothing like authentic history of any 
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thing that:passed among the Christians before they were in- 
corporated by the EXmperor Constantine, and the Christian 
religion superseded:the Pagan, as the religion of the Roman 
empire. Every document that we have on the subject is 
either fabricateds; interpolated, or altered. All works that 
bore a direct opposition to the Christian religion have been 
destroyed, and: we have no other guide but that of the party 
whgse pretentions we are bound in common honesty to doubt. 

I shall now make such observations as arrest my attention 
in the book of Mark, and those will be rather humourous than 
serious. 

Mark says nothing about Jesus fasting in the wilderness, 
but that he was forty ‘days with wild beasts and angels. 

In the third chapter we are told that Jesus surnamed two 
of his disciples Boanerges, or Sons: of Thunder : ‘a whimsical 
epithet to proceed from the son of God, most assuredly ! 

In the fifth chapter we are told that a legion of devils pos- 
sessed one man who dwelt among the tombs, and that this 
man could not be bound with fetters and chains, for; that by 
the aid‘ of this legion of devils, he tore them asunder. This 
legion is somewhat like the Trinity in Unity, for Jesus is 
made to address the legion, which in the same place is de- 

scribed to be many, as an unclean spirit, and to bring him out 
of the man: when Mr. Legion requests permission that he and 
all his ‘stibdivisions might be’ allowed to enter the herd of 
swine! It is not my intention to point out the. contradictions 
of the four books called the Gospels, I have too much con- 
tempt for the whole to attempt any thing of the kind; ‘but 
being on this subject of the devils and the swine, I would’ ob- 
serve, that Matthew said they were two'men who possessed 
devils and dwelt among the tombs, and that these two devils 
entered the herd of swine and drove them into the sea ; but 
Mark speaks of one man possessing a legion of devils, and 
says that the number of swine were two thousand: from this 
we are left to infer, that the man possessed had two thousand 
devils in him! In another place we shall find Jesus talking 
about a legion of angels at his command if he should want 
their assistance, it w tl be sufficient to observe on this head, 
that the word legion is borrowed from the Roman army, 
which was divided into legions, just as the English army is 
divided into regiments: only that the legions were more in 
number, comprising many thousands. 
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“ T have asserted that there were a variety of aceounts afloat 
in the several early Christian Churches as to who or what was 
Jesus; that the Book of Matthew is believed to have been the 
first written document of the kind, and that every one told his 
story in his own way, so much so, that the Christians soon 
found it necessary to hold general councils to affix the stamp 
of their authority on what was authentic as the word of God, 
and what was spurious. I have also mentioned that Mark, 
whose name is fixed to the foregoing book, has been said to 
have been the immediate disciple of Peter, but that we have 
no proof of any thing of the kind, nor at what particular pe- 
riod any of these books were written. That there were a 
multitude of those books afloat when Luke wrote his, he tells 
us at the beginning in the following words: 


“* Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a 
declaration of those things which are most surely believed among us. 
Even asthey delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were 
eye-witnesses, and ministers of the word ; it seemed good to me also, 
having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to 
write unto thee in order, most excellent ‘Theophilus, that thou might- 
est know the certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been in- 
stracted.”’ 


The above extract forms a sufficient proof that it was writ- 
ten at a distant period from the time in which the things are 
said to have happened, which the book speaks of: it also 
proves that there were various writings of the same kind with- 
out charging any of them as being spurious, and it further 
evidently appears to have. been Luke’s object to condense the 
various tales or writings into one, for by a close examination 
it will be found that he embraces all that we find. in the books 
of Matthew and Mark, with some variations,,and additions_of 
his own, or copies from other books not now extant. Luke 
introduces Jesus in a very different manner from either of the 
other Gospel writers, for he has a name for- the angel that 
caused Elizabeth and Mary to conceive. Matthew has done 
it all by dreams, and Mark and John say nothing of this mys- 
terious and miraculous conception*. The difference between 





* Peter Annett, a Clergyman, who became sceptical on this subject in 
the course of the last century, asserted that the angel Gabriel was some 
brisk and gallant young fellow who practised the trick successfully on 
Elizabeth and Mary. Celsus, the Roman, who opposed the Christian 


Vou. IV. No. 9. 
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Luke’s genealogy of Jesus and that of Matthew has been a 
fatal objection to either of their books being a Gospel. They 
both make Joseph the father of Jesus, and yet they would in 
the same breath fain make a cuckold of him to keep up the 
story of divinity and miraculous conception in their Man- 
God. This diffetenice in the genealogy must be also a fatal 
objection to all the pretended genealogies of the Jews. It is 
said that.Herod destroyed all the genealogies that were kept 
in the Temple as public records, that his low birth might not 
be discovered, hence we might infer that the two genealogies 
we have in the New Testament are both fabrications, and the 
difference in the’ tiames must support that inference. The case 
is, the Jews hail’their ‘holy books, and they, as a matter of 
course, connected all the public characters with the names in 
these books in just the same manner as Mahomet traces his 
lineage back to Abraham, through Ishmael. 


It is an utter impossibility to record the genealogies of a 
whole nation, even if the real fathers of the children could be 
relied upon ; the business would be too intricate, and as to its 
importance, it is ridiculous, in the extreme. For instance, 
Jesus is made to descend through all the rogues and whores 
that are mentioned in the Old Testament. ‘The first instance 
is the incest of Judah and his daughter-in-law Tamar ; the 
next is that of Ruth, and her mother-in-law Naomi, seducing 
Boaz; the next the fruit of those’ murderers and adulterers, 
David and Bathsheba ; and wé are not told whether the issue 
of ‘Solomon ‘be from one’ of his three hundred wives or seven 
hundred concubines, but even in ‘the Ja&t instance he is sug- 
gested to bé the offspring of adultery. A noble descent ! Luke 
has also ‘given us that true specimen of the Christian Religion, 
and for my part I have not a doubt but the sentence was writ- 
ten after the new sect had made some progress, ahd its effect 
began to be visible. If any thing can entitle the book to the 





religion, says that Jesus was the fruit of an intrigue between Mary and a 
Roman soldier named Pantheras ; and St. Ambrose asserted that the 
Holy Ghost got Mary with child throtigh the earto preserve her virginity. 
Other saints have contended for other methods, but | disbelieve all such 
nousense, as well as the original or authorized tales. It forms a proof 
that a commentary on such idle tales must be as ridiculous as the tales 
themselves.» ‘The reader might find a variety of nonsense’ and amuse- 
meat on this head in a work lately published entitled the Apocryphal 
Néw Testament. 
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epithet. of Gospel itis the following quotation from the twelfth 
chapter:— | 


« Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on earth?) I tell you, 
Nay; but rather division ; for from henceforththere shall be five in 
one house divided, three against two, and two against three. The 
father shall be divided against the son, and the son against the father ; 
the mother against the daughter, and. the daughter against the mo- 
ther; the mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law, and the daugh- 
ter-in-law against her mother-in-law,” : 

This is a true picture of the Christian Religion ; it is what 
it ever has been and ever will be, whilst: it continues to dis- 


grace mankind. i 
Luke has several stories in his) book ‘which are not to be 


found in the others, particularly that of the good Samaritan, 


the Prodigal Son, and the rich man and Lazarus; this latter 
tale I insert. mi bal 


“ There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and 
fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day: and there was a certain 
beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, and 
desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s 
table : moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. And it came to 
pass that the beggar died, and was ‘carried by the angels into Abra- 
ham’s bosom’: the rich man also died; and was | buried ; and it hell 
he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham’ afar off, and 
Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and said, Father Abraham have 
mercy on.me, and send Lazarus ‘that he.may dip the tip of his finger 
in water, and cool my tongue; for I am: tormented im this flame, 
But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst 
thy good things, and likewise, Lazarus evil things: but now he is 
comforted, and thou art tormented.‘ And beside all this, between us 
and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would jass 
from hence to you caunot; neither can they pass to us, that would 
come from. thefice. Then he said, T'pray thee therefore, father, that 
thou wouldest send him 'to my fathéc’s house’: for I have five bre- 
‘thren; that he may testify unto them, ‘lest they also ome into this 
place of torment. Abraham ‘saith unto him, They have Moses and 
the prophets ; let them hear them. And he said, nay, father, Abra- 
ham ; but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. 
And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses arid the prophet nei- 
ther will they be persuaded, though one rose froni the dead.” 


From this tale it would appear that, the (Christian Heaven 
and Hell, were as contiguous as the Elysian fields and the in- 
fernal regions of the Pagan Mythology, so thai’ a person situa- 
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ted in one place could’ converse with another in the other 
place. It would be well if we could get a more precise ac- 
count where this heaven and ‘hell are situated. Those who 
talk so confidently about it, ee certainly to be more expli- 
cit, and point out its geographical position in space. Shew 
me where heaven is, and [ will soon become a candidate for 
it. To be sure the Son of God is made to tell this tale, or one 
‘might wonder how it ‘was brought upon earth. The whole of 
this denunciation against rich men and persons of property, 
was a mere trick with the early preaching Christians to get 
hold of the property among themselves, that they and _ their 
followers might live in idleness. The possession of property 
can never affect the moral character of any man, provided he 
does not make it an instrument of power and oppression. 
There is one truth in what is called Scripture, that to whom 
much is given much is expected in the shape of example and 
moral assistance to their fellows, but poverty is the handmaid 
of crime and theft ; it is poverty which degrades the man by 
debasing the mind, and fills it with an apathy to all that is 
good and desirable in life. Let man once enjoy the whole 
fruit of his Jabour in a country free from taxes, and we. shall 
find crime abate as well as wretchedness. Under those consi- 
derations [ don’t think there is any thing worthy notice in the 
moral of the above tale. It was the position of Hell and 
Heaven that drew my attention to it. 

I find nothing that is further deserving of notice in the book 
of Luke, it is a repetition of the former books with some va- 
riations and additions. There is nothing like harmony now 
in the four books called Gospels if they were submitted to a 
fair criticism, but even in their present state they have gone 
through repeated corrections for that purpose. Dr. Mills tells 
us that there is a public record of their having been reconciled 
and corrected in the. sixth century during the consulship of 
Messalla, at the order of the Emperor Anastasius. The same 
learned Doctor has amused himself in searching after the va- 
rious readings in the various editions, and has enumerated 
thirty thousand and upwards! So that they may now be 
compared to Lord Chancellor Eldon’s silk stocking that has 
been darned all over with worsted until no silk be left. 

Luke is supposed to have been the physician of Antioch 
who followed Paul, but this is all guess work now-a-day, and 
the less we trouble ourselves on this head, the less error we 
shall fall into. ‘The rise and progress of the Christian religion 
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forms a complete labyrinth. There is no clear passage 
through it. 

I now come to the book of John. It has been said of 
the nominal author of this book, that he was-the immediate 
disciple of Jesus, and that disciple whom Jesus loved above 
the rest. Polycarp, who was one of the early Christian mar- 
tyrs, asserts that he had frequent conference with this John at 
Ephesus, and it is also said that this book was written at 
Ephesus. This same John is made to be the author of the 
book of Revelations at the end of the New Testament; and 
from all these circumstances, I expect to show that this book 
was not extant in the first century. In the first place, it must 
be admitted that this book was either written, or has been in- 
terpolated by one of the Platonic Christians. The beginning 
of the book has a direct plagiarism from Plato’s writings. It 
was Plato who first made use of the terms which we find the 
book of John commences with ; thus :— 

‘‘In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God, 
and the word was God, The same was in the beginning with God. 
All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. In him was life ; and the life was the light of 
men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness compre- 
hended it not.” 


Plato was one of those kind of men who was very fond of 
rendering every thing very mysterious to the multitude: he 
was, in fact, little better than a priest. Socrates had taught a 
simple code of morals and theology ; and Plato, who called 
himself the disciple of Socrates, came, like a demon, to cor- 
rupt all that was valuable in the philosophy of his master. 
Even in the life time of Socrates, Plato was guilty of interpo- 
lating and corrupting his writings ; and after his death, he an- 
nihilated all that was beautiful for its simplicity, in the moral 
and theological precepts of his master, and set up a new 
fangled mysterious system of his own. Plato was as much 
inferior to Socrates in honesty and good intention towards the 
moral welfare of mankind, as Burke was to Thomas Paine. 
The close assimilation of Platonism to the early Christianity, 
was such that it required but a very little concession on each 
side for direct union. The Platonic philosophy, or rather the 
Platonic fanaticism and madness, had been current four hun- 
dred years when Christianity began to make its appearance, 
and had made considerable progress through all the Roman 
provinces. It might be fairly considered a prelude to Chris- 

Vol. IV. No, 9. 
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tianity ; for when the followers of the Platonic fanaticism al 
Rome and other places distant from Greece, first met with the 
book ‘called John’s Gospel, they were struck with admiration 
at the similarity of ideas, and embraced it instantly. It was 
the grand impulse to the rise of Christianity above the illiterate 
multitude, ‘This pretended Gospel of John, and the Epistles 
of John, abound in that style of writing which has been term- 
ed Plhitonic love; and the book of Revelations much resembles 
the Platonic enthusiasm and madness—only the Christian re- 
figion is made the ground work of it. I verily believe that all 
the Epistles we have in the New ‘Festament, were written by 
those Platonic philosophers; for Edo not believe that there 
was sufficient ability among the first Christians to produce 
such writings. Independent of all fanaticism and falsehood, 

the writers have displayed something like ability or learning, 

such as prevailed among the Academicks. Plato himself had 
no definitive object for w worship : he ‘taught the immortality of 
the souls and the existence of a God, or rather Gods; but 
Christianity was just the thing to fill up the deficiency of the 
Platonic fanaticism, They had then a specific object to pro- 
ceed upon; and the name of Plato was lost sight of before the 
more important name of Jesus. Plato as well as Jesus, has 
been called the son of a virgin. 

I find nothing new in the book of John, but the manner of 
telling the tale : and like the. other books called:Gespels,; it 
has its variations and additions. The close of the book'forms 
a_ sufficient proof that it was not written by the immediate 
disciple of Jesus, even if there had been such a person, but 
distinctly alludes to that disciple which Jesus loved, which: i is 
said to be John, in a manner that the allusion cannot apply to 
the author. Speaking of the disciple John, the writer says, 


“This is the disciple which testifieth of these things, and;wrote 
these things: aud we know that his testimony is true. And there are 
also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should.be 
written every, ove, | suppose that even the world itself could not con- 

tain the books that should be written. Amen.” 


The last sentence in this quotation is. sufficient to falsify the 
whole book, and to impress our minds, with its being a.roma nce 
So ridiculous an assertion could only have been ‘penned by a 
madman ; and he that has credulity enough to imbibe such an 
assertion as Gospel, must be something more than mad, 

I'come now to the book called: the Acts of the Apostles, 
which is a continuation of Luke’s Gospel, and written by, the 
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same hand. I find nothing here but a repetition of similar 
matter to that we have passed in the four former books. Sick 
persons are healed, the dead are raised to life again, and devils 
are cast out, only that Peter is the principal actor instead of 
Jesus. Origen, a father of the Christian chureh, and one of 
the Platonic Christians, says, that he has seen evil spirits cast 
out and put to flight by Christians. Josephus says, he has 
seen it done by a Jew ; and I have heard a Catholic Friar, now 
living, say that he has seen it done at Rome! I am inclined 
to think that if there had been any truth in the existence of 
devils, I should have had a visit from some of them ere this, 
otherwise they are’ very negligent in their pretended offices. 
This same Catholic Friar paid me the compliment to say that 
he thought I was a besom in the hand of God, to sweep away 
all the rubbish that obstructed the progress of the true Ca- 
tholic church. I hope my besom will not be worn out until 
all the nonsense is brushed away; both in Catholic and Pro- 
testant church, and all other churches, chapels, and con- 
venticles. 

We are told by Luke in this book of the Actsof the Apostles, 
that all who joined the first Christians had to sell their pro- 
perty, and share it in common with others of the sect. .This 
was the practice of the Esseans; and if this horrid fanaticism 
had made much progress in its first.:shape, it would have car- 
ried universal misery and destruction with it. Its followers 
would have been like unto a nest of maggots, that, after de- 
vouring all that was common aniong them, they would have 
had to devour each other. So strict does this practice of shar- 
ing property seem to have been observed, that by way of de- 
terring. those who might hold back a trifle in reserve, we are 
told that Ananias and Sapphira were put to death for it, un- 
der the pretence that they had lied to the Holy Ghost! [ am 
inclined to think that the first sect of Christians were guilty 
of some horrible measures in support of their fraud. The 
New Testament has frequent hints at those things, by way of 
reproof, which must convince us that something very bad ex- 
isted among them. 

I must pass over the story about Peter’s being liberated 
from prison by an angel, about the prison doors being thrown 
open whilst Paul and Silas were confined, and all miracles in 
the remainder of this book. I have said enough, I believe, to 
induce the reader to pronounce it all a lie: There is one cir- 
cumstance in this book which I corisider to be worthy of no~ 
tice, and displays something like a false mixture of incidents. 
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T mean the names of Saul and Paul. I could never reconcile 
myself to think but that these two names originally meant 
two distinct persons, and formed the subject of two dis- 
tinct tales. I believe that Luke combined those two tales 
into one—a circumstance very common with the early Cliris- 
tians, when every thing was compiled from hearsay tales. 

The different churches were in the habit of corresponding 
with each other, and each strove for the mastery in relating 
miraculous tales, which were well known by the writers to be 
false, but which made very great impression on the igno- 
rant. congregations of the several churches on whom the impo- 
sition was intended. In the course of time, these tales were 
collected and compiled into something like a regular shape, 
and have formed all the Gospels, Epistles, and Legends, that 
have circulated from time to time among Christians. The 
priests were the grand movers, and they have continued to 
supply their several congregations with new miracles, even up 
to the present time, or until reason cried hold—it is enough— 
your baseness is discovered. But to return to Saul and Paul, 
I would say, the story is by no means clear. Saul is a Jewish, 
and Paula Roman name. Eesides, Paul is made to be a 
complete shufiler, and what has been aptly termed, “all things 
to all men” He isa Jew, a Pharisee, a Roman ; ; and in ad- 
dressing the Athenians, he is not made to say a "word about 
Jesus. Christ, further than by a distant hint about the resur- 
rection. It is probable such a character as Paul might have 
existed, but he seems to have been a wrangler with all the 
leading Christians, and preferred travelling about with two or 
three ‘sisters in the Lord, to the company of any male 
preachers i in the saine line! 

In the nineteenth chapter of this book we are told that some 
Jews who were not Christians attempted to cast out some 
devils in the name of Jesus, but that one of the devils gave 
them a good thrashing for it! We have also a tale in this book 
about Herod arraying himself in his royal apparel, and being 
on his throne his courtiers hailed him as a god and worship- 
ped him. This isby no means strange, for all courtiers are 
ready at all times to do the same thing, but in the case of 
Herod we are told that an angel of the Lord smote him and 
he died eaten up with worms. If we may rely on Josephus 
as an historian we have an anachronism here, and what I have 
before asserted a mixture of tales which were first related of 
different persons. The first Herod is said to have died a 
miserable death as here related, but that was in the infancy of 
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Jesus according to Matthew’s book. Josephus relates the 
tale of Agrippa being hailed as a God by his courtiers and this 
seems more likely, as the Herod of that time was but a Te- 
trarch, the Governor ef a province, and had no regal title nor 
royal authority. This is just like the whole of the historical 
part of the New Testameat,, it is a collection of traditionary 
and legendary tales put together without order or date, and 
from time to time has been corrected, with the growing intel- 
ligence of the age, or as soon as the Christian church became 
formidable enough to hold a council of Bishops. The Apocry- 
phal New Testament affords ample proof of this assertion. 

It is now believed that the Council of Nice which was held 
during the reign of Constantine, in the fourth century made 
the final arrangement of the books in the book called the New 
Testament, and rejected those which are to be found in the 
Apocryphal New Testament and others that are lost. This 
can only be viewed as an arbilrary selection of that which was 
most plausible, and likely to create union among the different 
sects of Christians,—for wherever Christians have possessed 
what they call liberty of conscience, they have been split into 
a multitude of sects and cutting each others throats upon the 
mere difference of opinion on a word. If there was the least 
prospect that Christianity so called would infest the earth 
another thousand years, it would be well for the inhabitants 
of that period that may come under its domirion, if they were 
again brought under the power of the Pope, for it is not to be 
denied that all the working classes of society were better fed 
when surrounded with Abbies and Monasteries than they have 
ever been since. Every new sect that starts up now, begins 
to prey upon the labouring class of society: for it is not uatil 
it can make some little shew, that persons with property will 
identify themselves with it. Whilst the Pope of Rome was 
in the plenitude of his power, the whole race of priests and 
monks were supported by persons possessing property, and the 
poor were liberally relieved {rom the surplus, but new every 
thing seems to conspire to throw the burden both of Church 
and State upon the produce of the industry of the country. 
Let me not be misunderstood as advocating the cause of the 
Pope, I am merely pointing out the least of two evils, I re- 
peat again and ayain, that 1 would have no legalised religion 
whatever. If any portion of the community would voluntarily 
support a priest from their incomes without compelling ano- 
ther todo the same, they are welcome for me. I wish every 
thing to rest upon the force of persuasion. 
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I come now to the various epistles which are attributed te 
Paul, and before I take further notice of them, I would obserye 
that it is quite uncertain who did write them and at what 
time they were written. In the epistle to the Colossians, and 
in the book of Revelations there is a mention of the Church of 
Laodicea, which has formed a stumbling block to those who 
stickle for Paul called the Apostle, and John called the Evan- 
gelist being the authors. The Church of Laodicea was not 
founded until the middle of the second century and conse- 
quently, if we admit Paul and John to have been of the same 
age as Jesus, which is by no means an unfair supposition, they 
could not have lived to witness the rise of this church. The 
complaint against the Church of Laodicea in the book of 
Revelations is, that it had grewn rich, powerful, and corrupt, 
and that it had slacked in zeal in the cause of Jesus Christ, by 
becoming neither hot nor cold. This seems an admission that 
the Book of Revelations was writtena considerable time after 
the establishment of this Church. There is nothing certain in 
all the tales of the New. Testament, there is nothing certain as 
to the authenticity of any of the Epistles, for in the early ages 
of Christianity, forgeries and fabrications were considered 
meritorious where the ability was sufficient, and by no means 
a Crime oer disgrace, Delusion appears to have been the 
standard of merit, consequently, all its supporters must have 
been sworn enemies to truth. I will produce a few specimens 
of this practical delusion from those Epistles. In the seventh 
chapter of the first epistle to the Corinthians we haye the 
writers opinion about the propriety of marriage: by way of 
taking up thesubject better we willadmit Paul to be the writer. 
I insert the greater portion of the chapter omitting a few 
sentences in the middle of it that were not connected with the 
subject of marriage. 


** Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me; It is 
good for aman not to touch a woman. Nevertheless, to avoid for- 
nication, let every man have his own wife, and let every woman have 

‘her own husband. Let the husband render unto the wife due bene- 
volence; and likewise also the wife unto the husband. The wife 
hath not power of her own body, but the husband ; and likewise also 
the husband hath not power of his own body, but the wife. Defraud 
ye not one the other, except it be with consent for a time, that ye 
may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again, 
that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency. But I speak this by 
permission, and not of commandment. For I would that all men 

were even as I myself. But every man hath his proper gift of God, 
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one after this manner, and ahother after that. T say therefore to the 
unmarried and widows, It is good for them if they abide even as Tf. 
But if they cannot contain, let them marry; for it is better to matry 
than to burn. And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the 
Lord, Let not the wife depart from her husband; But and if she 
depart, let her remain unararried, or be reconciled to. her husband ; 
and let not the husband put away his wife. But to the rest speak I, 
not the Lord; If any brother bath a wife that believeth not, and she 
be pleased. to dwell with him, let him not pit her away. And the 
woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased 
to dwelt with her, let her not leave him. For the unbelieving husband 
is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the 
husband ; else were your children unclean; but now are they hoty. 
But if the unbelieving depart, fet him depart. A brother or a sister 
is not under bondage in such cases; but God hath called us to peace. 
Now concerning virgins I havé no commandment of the Lord; yet I 
give my judgmeut, as one that hath obtaived mercy of the Lord to 
be faithful. I suppose therefore that this is good for the present 
d’ tress, I say, that it is good for a man so to be. Art thou bound 
unto a wife? seek uot to be loosed. Art thou loosed from a wife ? 
séek not a wife. But and if thou marry, thou hast not sinned ; and 
ifa virgin marry, she hath not sinned. Nevertheléss such shall have 
trouble in the flesh; but | spare you. But this I say, brethren, the time 
is short; it remaiueth, that both they that have wives, be as though 
they had none; And they that weep, as though they wept not; and 
they that rejuice, as though they rejoiced not; and they that bay, as 
though they possessed not; And they that use this world, as not 
abusing it; for the fashion of this world passeth away. But 1 would 
have you without carefaluess. He that is unmarried careth for the 
things that belong to the Lord, how he may please the Lord; But he 
that is married careth for the things that are of the world, how he may 
please his wife. There is difference also between a wife and a virgin. 
The unmarried woman careth for the thiigs of the Lord, that slie 
may be holy both in body and in spirit; Lut she that is married carethi 
for the things of the world, how shie may please her husband. And 
this I speak for your own profit; not that I may east a ‘stare upon 
you, but for that which is comely, abd tliat ye may attend upou the 
ford without distraction. But if any mau thiuk that he bebaveth 
himself uncomely toward his virgin, if she pass the flower of her age, 
and need so requite, let him do what he will, hé sinneth net; let them 
marry. Nevertheless he that standeth steadfast in his heart, having 
no necessity, but hath power over his own will, and hath so decreed 
in his heart that he will keep his virgin, doeth well. So then he that 
giveth her in marriage doeth well; but he that giveth her not im mar- 
riage doeth better, ‘The wife is bound by the law as long as her 
husband liveth; but if her husband be dead, she is at liberty to be 
married to whom she will; only in the Lord, But she is happier if 
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she so abide, after my judgment: and I think also.that I Lave the 
Spirit of God.” 

I would appeal to any man or woman that possesses a spark 
of virtue or honesty, to say whether the propositions laid 
down here on the subject of marriage are not disgusting and 
pernicious to the morals of society at large. Marriage is cer- 
tainly an essential to the peace, happiness, and welfare of 
society, or, at least, it is a requisite among the great majority 
of all societies:. a few exceptions may not be felt. There is no 
happiness that can be termed social, equal to that enjoyed by 
male and female in the marriage state, when their tempers 
are duly regulated and well controuled, and when each strives 
to please the other with an apparent negligence of self-grati- 
fication. But even balancing the evils and disagreements of 
a marriage state that may here and there exist, against those 
to which a life of celibacy is exposed, the former I am of 
opinion will be the lighter. Judgment might be necessary on 
both sides in chusinga partner, but nature seems to command 
it ; more bartictilarly among the human race, in whom there 
is a feeling and a love of honour and chastity. It is known 
past dispute, that in all those early sectsof Christians by whom 
marriage was neglected, there was an indiscriminate inter- 
course, and if the reader of these Epistles pays due attention, 
he will discover that the persons to whom they were addressed, 
must have been a set of vile and corrupt beings, as Paul is 
eontinually upbraiding them with fornication and other charges 
not fit to be mentioned. Gibben’s Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire gives us a full display of the real characters 
of the early Christians, and convinces us that Christianity at 
its origin was a weed so rank, that it could nothave flourished 
on any soil less corrupt than the Roman empire or monarchy. 
At any period of the Roman Republic, it would have been 
plucked up before it had produced a bud. 

I am further of opinion that Paul himself, although said to 
be a married man, Was a gross sensualist and lecher. I have 
been told that in some of the Greek editions of the New Tes- 
tament, Peter is made to accuse Paul of making a carnal use 
of the young women that accompanied him in his journeyings. 
There is some little clue to this charge remaining in the Eng- 
lish edition. The Apocryphal New Testament mentions the 
names of those young women who travelled with Paul, and 
in the canonical New Testament, in the Epistle to the Gala- 
tians, Paul is made to say, “I withstood Peter face to face.” 
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In the ninth chapter of the first epistle to the Corinthians we 
have some allusion to a similar subject, it is thus: 

“Am I not an apostle? am I not free? have I not seen Jesus 
Christ our Lord? are not ye my work in the Lord? If I be not.an 
apostle unto others, yet doubtless{ am to you: for the seal of mme 
apostleship are ye in the Lord. Mine answer to them that do examime 
we is this, Have we not power to eat and to drink? Have we not 
power to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as other apostles, and as 
the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas?” 


This would be a sufficient proof of adultery in an English 
Court of Law, and instead of saying charity covers a mulli- 
tude of sins, we should say hypocrisy and fanaticism are made 
to cover a multitude of sins. I would almost as soon see my 
wife or sister enter a brothel as a sect of religious fanatics. 
I should consider chastity as far gone in one instance as the 
other. I don’t like that Platonic love: it is only acheat upon 
nature. A squeeze in the hand with ‘‘ my dear brother or 
my dear sister in the Lord,” I can only construe to be a cri- 
minal conversation, and but a step from criminal connection. 
Priests and confessors have ever been the practical patrons of 
adultery, for nature will assert her sway over every species 
of fanaticism, and their trade obliges them to be as secret as 
possible. The Comedy of the Hypocrite is one of the most 
useful plays ever produced upon the British stage, and Dr. 
Cantwell is painted to the life. 

The early Christians were instructed to shun philosophy 
and science as a pest and grievous sin: there are frequent 
cautions given them in these epistles on this head. To keep 
the people ignorant has been the object of Christian priests 
and all other priests from the first tothe last. They themselves 
are quite sensible of being impostors and all their dread is that 
the mass of the people will discover it. Thus we find the fol- 
lowing words in Paul’s Epistles :— 

“Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth. Beware lest any 
man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition 
of men, alter the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.” 


Those priests preached up charity because they lived by it: 
but knowledge doth not puff up the mind: it is more than 
any thing else calculated to do the contrary ; to teach man 
humiliation and the folly of pride and arrogance. It should be 
reversed, charity puffeth up, but knowledge edificth. A real 
believer in the doctrines of Christianity could never have been 
a philosopher. Philosophy or the study of science naturally 











318 THE REPUBLICAN. 


destroys all fanaticism: would a philosopher ever have writter 
such nonsense as the following, from the second epistle to the 
Corinthians ? 

* Itis not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will come to visions 
and revelations of the Lord. I knew a man in Christ about fourteen 
years ago, (whether in the body I cannot tell; or whether out of the 
body, | cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the 
third heaven. And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out 
of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) how that he was caught 
up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful 
for a man to utter.’ 

Wiiat can all this be but delusion? Where is the third 
heaven? Is this trip to heaven less ridiculous than that of 
Mahomet’s ona white horse ? not a jot—and of the two books 
(the Bible and the Koran) the latter has the most truths anda 
more impressive moral code. 

I have before mentioned that the first Christians expected 
the end of the world daily, and the second coming of their 
saviour. It was on this ground that they were so easily in- 
duéed to sell all their possessions and give the produce to those 
vagabond preachers. The New Testament has frequent allu- 
sions to this immediate second coming of their saviour. I se- 
lect one from the first epistle to the Thessalonians. 

“‘ For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 


Itis evident that the writer of the foregoing expected it be- 
fore death. This circumstance gave much force to the progress 


and spreading of the Christian religion. 
I might select a great variety of objectionable matter from the 


several epistles in this book, but the peculiar circumstances of 
this country at this moment induces me to draw this subject to 
aclose. There is more important game in view. Like every 
other part of the Old and New Testament these epistles have 
afew moral precepts interspersed with much disgusting mat- 
ter. Itis those and not the gospels that have formed the 
groundwork of what is called Christianity in the present day. 
There are parts of them to which I would defy definition or 
any conclusion or inference whatever. 1 am inclined to think 
they were wrilten in the latter part of the second century, 
when seme of the Grecian philosophers had imbibed the new 
religion of Christianity, as they abound in the mysterious re= 
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veries of the Platonic style of writing, particularly the epistle 
to the Romans. The epistle to the Hebrews I have not noticed, 
it might be called an epitome of the Old Testament, by which 
the Jews are enticed to substitute the new religion for the law 
of Moses. It is generally believed to have been the writing 
of a distinct person from those who wrote the other Epistles. 
The style is altogether different and peculiar. 

I might have written a volume of ridicule on the book of 
Revelations but under present circumstances I am induced to 
pass it by, saying, that it is extremely ridiculous. This is not 
the only book of Revelation that the early Christians had 
among them they were as frequent as the Gospels and Epis- 
tles. It is high time that we began to seek something more 
substantial than those dreams and visions, unless we content 
ourselves with being deluded by those reveries as a pleasing in- 
sanity which I eannot admit for a moment. I have a thorough 
conviction on my mind, that every species of religion, that has 
been in practice in any age or country whatever, has been 
founded either by imposture, or in error and false notions. 
Under this conviction, I have as thoroughly purged my mind 
of this dross ; and the delight I feel from itmakes me pass my 
time ina prison as light as the most careless or the most happy 
men out of it. I cannot say that I have ever a dull moment, 
although my situation is that of solitary confinement. I am 
further impressed with a conviction that religion instead of 
producing, becomes the bane of morality. Moral virtue is the 
anly essential by which man should regulate his actions in 
society, and I am certain that whilst the laws of this or of an 
other country enforce opinions by pains and penalties they will 
increase hypocrites and persecutors, but not moral men. [ 
have seen a list of the names of those who were last year the 
acting Committee of the Vice Society, and wherever [ could 
trace the private character of either of them I found it to be 
bad. Wilberforce and Gambier were two of them, and two 
more hateful hypocrites never broke bread. I feel nothing 
like personal anger towards any member of that Society as I 
have made a tool of them, so far, in my attack on superstition, 
and I hope to have further connections with them yet. They 
have given a force to my inclinations and dispositions much 
beyond what I had even hoped when | began my deistical 
publications, and I hope they will not desert me whilst they 
have any means of assisting. 

I come now to close my account with Mr. Horne, or rather 
with the gentleman who sent me his book. I broke off from 
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the review where Mr. Horne asserts that all the histories the 
Bible contains are credible. 1 can only answer now, aller 
what I have written on that subject, that if they are credible 
to him they are by no means so to me. It does not merit the 
title of history ; itis a collection of fables in which some of the 
incidents mentioned might have occurred, but the only proof 
of any thing of the kind is, that we have the sect of Jews 
existing to this day, and they will exist for ever whilst they 
are treated as outeasts in society, and never intermarry with 

other sects. .The Quakers are equally distinct or more so, 
and it is exactly on the same ground of confining their mar- 
riages within their own sect, or excluding those, who dissent 
from this practice. If intolerance could be justified on arty 
ground, it would be on that of preventing these distinctions 
and arbitrary rules in associations, for I verily “believe that 


they are injurious, and ever will be to the general mass of 


mankind. » It leads to a monopoly of interests, and is just as 
if one nagon was to say to another, I will se nd my merchant 
ships into your ports, but you shall not send yours into mine. 
It is a narrowed-minded and bigotted policy, which should 
be banished from the whole human race. Masonic and Odd 
Fellows Societies are on the same base, but not so open and 
visible: still the injury and influence to the whole of a com- 
munity is the same. 

With respect to the credibility of the fables in the Bible, I 
believe I can say but little more to Mr. Horne: he of course 


takes all for Gospel: swallows every thing from the wonder-: 


ful ark and deluge to the wonderful Jonah and the whale, the 
wonderful turning of Lot’s wife to a pillar of salt, "and 
the wonderful conception of a virgin through the ear or 
the mouth. I have another idea to state abeut Lot’s 
wife, which is an original, I believe, as [ can say, that I 
have not borrowed it ‘from any person. This pillar of salt 
must have been a tradition, and its existence is far from being 
improbable, it might have been raised asa monument of gra- 
titude from time to time, for salt isan important article to the 
preservation of human life, at least, its importance in the pre- 
servation of food is very great. Now the Dead Sea, or Lake 
Aspheltites, close by where this pillar of salt is said to have 

stood, is so deeply impregnated with salt, that travellers have 
asserted, if you dip your boot into it, it would come out en- 
crusted. As a token of gratitude, or perhaps as an idol, the 
figure:of a woman might “have been moulded with salt, than 
which nothing is more easy, and this might have given rise 
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to the fable about Lot’s wife. I believe nothing about the 
five cities which are said to have been swallowed up by the 
opening of this Lake as tradition abounds every where. Every 
village in England has its peculiar miraculous stories; but in 
my accounting for the pillar of salt there is nothing impro- 
bable, and the reader has it nearly as cheap as my sel! and he 
may do as he likes with it. I have no wish that he should be- 
lieve it. 

If I have failed in any one thing of my promise, in going 
through the Bible, it has been in my assertion that I would 
show that the Jews knew nothing of letters until after the 
Babylonish captivity. 1 may not have cleared up this point, 
for | must confess that my evidence was not strong enough to 
earry conviction to another mind, although, I have not a doubt 
myself. Even what is called the Chronicles of the Kings of 
Israel and Judah carries a proof with it of having been 
compiled at Babylon, or after the return of the Jews from that 
place, and surely ifthe Jews had possessed any written documents 
before, the Chronicles of their Kings might have been sup- 
posed to haye been them. The reader must judge for himself 
en this head, I hope in a short time (say two or three years), 
to re-write the whole of the Commentary on the Bible, and 
print itas a Companion. I shall then beable to enlarge, and 
to correct many errors both of my own, and what the Printer 
has imposed upon me. I have been for several weeks past 
anxious to draw it to a close, for reasons before stated, and 

which has made me more brief than I should have been, if 
domestic affairs had been in a different state. I present the 
whole to the reader asa rough sketch of a book which, in my 
opinion, is wanted above all others, and [ hope and trust, that 
ifany thing should prevent my republishing it as a volume, 
some more able person will see the necessity of correct- 
ing and enlarging upon it. I am certain, from my own 
experience, that the more this book, called the Bible, be sub- 
mitted to candid and rational criticism, the more contempt 
will be felt towards it. I believe ] cansay now that there isnot 
a letter in it that has escaped my notice, and that at the mention 
of any subject contained in it, | could refer to it ina moment. 
It is the difficulty of making any sense or meaning to so great 
a portion of it that has puzzled so many weak minds, and has 
made them fancy that there was some supernatural power re- 
quired to endow them with the comprehension of it, particu- 
larly as this notion has been taught by Priests in all. countries. 
Ji has been said, that the close assimilation of the New t esta- 
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ment to the Propliecies of the Old is a proof of the genuine~ 
nessand divine authority of them both : but, be it remembered, 
that the fabricators of the New Testament, or of the Chris- 
tian religion, had the Old Testament to work by. It was that 
alxious expectation of the Messiah that wrought fanaticism 
to such a pitch as to fabricate the story of Jesus and his Dis- 
ciples, and it is but natural that the Old Testament should 
have formed the ground work ; though if the quotations im the 
New Testament. from the Old be rationally examined, it will 
be found that they are distorted, and that they no more apply 
to the subject for which they are used, than they apply to any 
thing about me, ‘The whole of the eround work of the Chris- 
tian religien may be found in the second book of Esdras, and 
whoever fabricated that book, fabricated the Christian religion, 
unless it bea work of a later date than the origin of €hristi- 
anity, which I should not think. T was astonished at reading 
it,, for | had never read it with attention before. In the same 
manner all the miracles attributed to Jesus, are but a repeti- 
tion of the performances of Elijah and Elisha. I am morally 
and. naturally certain that the grounds of the Christian reli- 
gion are so slender, that the moment it ceases to be protected 
by penal laws it will fall to the ground. I am inclined to think 
that another half century will see it expire all over the face of 
the earth. 

Mr. Horne in a note has expressed great fear that Christi- 
anity is losing ground in North America; he may be quieted 
on this head, and. safely lay the scene of his fears nearer home. 
The United States of America will become the hot bed of fa- 
naticism when England has banished it from her shores. Even 
at this moment fanaticism rages more in America than it does 
in England. A great portion of the inhabitants of the United 
States set their face against Paine for writing the Age of Rea- 
son, but their descendants will execrate their stupidity. It is 
a singular fact, that the Age of Reason is as much suppressed 
in America as it is in England, and I doubt whether a dozen 
copies could be found for sale in all the States. In England it 
is suppressed only from the fear cf the law, in America it is 
suppressed by public opinion ! 

Fanaticism seems to travel like the plague, one country is 
no sooner free from it than we hear ef another infected. It 
has all the properties of the plague, save that it lingers in the 
human body. without inflicting immediate destruction, but of 
the two, the plague, of whatever species, is much to be pre= 
ferred. Those who were called Priests and Prophets among 
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the’ Jews, thosé who acted as Priests and Priestesses in the 
various Pagan Temples, and to the various Oracles, and those 
who speak in the name of Jesus Christ, are all acting wpom the 
same principle—the'common pest of religious fanaticism and 
imposture. 

It has been asserted’ by some writers, that although man is 
made for truth, all truths are not made for man. This I take 
to be a very erroneous idea. Truth is but a very simple thing, 
and such as the human mind when incorrupt is always capa- 
ble of receiving. The danger lies in corrupting the mind for 
a number of years, and then immediately to attack all its pre- 
judices with the trath: it becomes irritated, not only at being 
disturbed, but with the reluctant idea. of acknowledging that 
it has been so long in error. Thus Mr. Addison, in his evi- 
dences of Christianity, brings up an argument that the Pagan 
writers admitted that the Devils fled ‘at the name of Jesus. If 
Mr. Addison had lived to the present day, we might have 
challenged him: to: prove the existence’ of such animals as 
Devils have been depicted to be, then it would have been time 
enough to pay attention to what Pagan. writers or Christian 
writers had ‘said about them. Again, I say, that the 
word Devil, is but a word, and not a being, or if so I defy him 
to make his appearance to me. 

I ‘have ever considered Christianity, in courts and palaces, 
to be a mere conveniency, and never practised with sineerity. 
It is evidently a religion too degrading for a monarch to act 
up to its principles, and to retain, at the same time, what is 
called dignity: we have had many proofs of that by the con- 
duct of the Pope and other priests, towards weak-minded 
kings. It is well’ known that although Constantine, the Ro- 
man Emperor, embraced the Christian Religion with a great 
deal of professed’ sincerity ; still he continued to act as supreme 
pontiff, in performing the Pagan rites. He was the head of 
both churches at once! But the Christians played the more 
insiduous part with him, and got him to side with them, and 
to root out every volume that had been written by Roman 
Writers, in opposition to their religion, both as to ils origin and 
progress. , 

We have another anecdote on record, of a king of the 
Franks, soon after he had been converted to Christianity. A 
priest was laying down to him, in a very piteous manner, how 
Jesus had been crucified by the Jews. After listening a few 
minutes, the King, drawing his sword in a passion, observed, 
if I had been there with a few of my fellows, we would have 
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cut those rascally Jews in pieces, and have saved the Son. o¥ 
Gop! The priest blushed for himself, and was obliged to talk 
about the necessity of the Son of God dying in this manner, 
for our sins, to make out a’story to reconcile the mind of the 
prince to the measure! 

I have now merely to tell Mr. Horne that the book of na- 
ture is the book of books, and all that cannot be tried by the 
test of nature and reason, must, sooner or later, be rejected 
as false. It is the bounden duty of man to reject all books 
that contain notions contrary to the known laws of nature, in 
whatever. name they may appear. A successful imposture is. 
not the less an imposture, neither can time sanctify it: sooner 
or later it must find exposure, and fall. Every system of re- 
ligion has been alike calculated to stupify and brutalize the 
mind of man. It is entirely a weed in society, and the sooner 
it be plucked up the better will be the future growth and 
strength of society. It has nothing to do with morality—they 
are distinct principles and opposites which cannot be made to 
amalgamate. 

J end by repeating what I began with, that if a man talks 
about refuting Deism, he must necessarily assume Atheism as 
a principle, which it is not, nor cannot be made so. Itis how- 
ever, the only word that seems to stand opposed to Deism on 
one sble; as Tritheism (Christianity) or Polytheism, is on the 
other. The word God is but an idle word, and is bandied 
about without a single idea being connected with it, more than 
any other word whatever.. It is time that we dropped words 
of sound, and dealt only in words of meaning, as a more sub- 
stantial commodity. We have been hitherto cutting each 
others throats about something more insignificant than a sha- 
dow, of which ail our ideas are borrowed from books, and be- 
yond printed paper we cannot raise an idea upon the subject, 
CHRISTIAN, Jew, MAHOMETAN, OR ATHEIST, I OFFER YOU 
THE HAND OF FELLOWSHIP. 


Conclusion of Reply to Mr. Horne’s PampAlet. 
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